Literature Review
Purpose?
1. demonstrate scholarly ability

2. evaluate and synthesise existing information

3. Identify gaps in knowledge

4. position your research within previous research

5. provide rationale for your research

How to go about it?

1. Search databases for relevant articles and other publications

2. Read and critically evaluate information 

3. Take notes on what you read 

4. File publications and notes – develop a system

5. Plan lit review

6. Write lit review

Writing a lit review – inverted pyramid format
DO’s:

· When searching, go to most recent articles, search for reviews, look for previous theses  ( look at reference sections.
· Keep a note book handy for writing down refs, notes and ideas.
· Back-up any documents written or saved (e.g. epublications)
· Before beginning writing ( make a plan & try different options
· In plan, write headings to use, and under them, write ideas to be included
· Tell a story, with beginning, middle and end

DON’Ts:

· Do a search that never ends – can waste a lot of time – get a whole lot of recent articles, sit down and read then, and record what other articles you need
· Use research studies as the key themes in the review, use issues and support claims with past research

· Just report, interpret and give meaning to what you write 

